CAREERS THROUGH MATHS: JOURNALIST

JOB OVERVIEW

A journalist in the UK is a professional who researches, verifies, and compiles information into a coherent and engaging
narrative for publication or broadcast. Their daily responsibilities are diverse, ranging from attending press confer-
ences and conducting interviews to digging through public records and analysing complex datasets. The work environ-
ment is typically fast-paced, whether in a busy newsroom like those at the BBC in London or The Guardian, or as a freel-
ancer working remotely. Key duties include identifying newsworthy angles, fact-checking claims to the highest stand-

ard of accuracy, adhering to ethical codes like the Editors' Code of Practice enforced by IPSO (Independent Press
Standards Organisation), and crafting stories under tight deadlines.

KEY MATHS APPLICATIONS

Primary Areas:
« Statistics and Probability: This is the cornerstone of data-driven journalism. Journalists use descriptive statistics
(mean, median, mode) to summarise data sets, such as calculating the...
» Data Analysis and Interpretation: Journalists are required to process, clean, and make sense of large, often messy,
datasets released by UK public bodies.
» Financial Numeracy and Budgeting: Understanding public and corporate finance is essential. Journalists
routinely analyse budgets from local councils, devolved governments in Scotland and Wales,...

ESSENTIAL SKILLS & TOOLS
Spreadsheet Software (Microsoft Excel/ Google Sheets) The primary tool for organising, cleaning, and analysing datasets.
Data Visualisation Tools (Flourish, Datawrapper, Tableau) Online platforms used to create interactive and static graphics for
publication.
SQL (Structured Query Language) records.
R or Python Programming Used for advanced statistical analysis, data scraping, and
automation.
TYPICAL PATHWAY REAL-WORLD IMPACT
The most common entry route is through an Data journalists in the UK have been instrumental in
undergraduate degree, often in Journalism itself (e.g., at some of the most important public interest stories of
City, University of London or Cardiff University) or a recent years. The Guardian's ongoing analysis of the
related subject like Politics, History, or Economics. UK's Covid-19 death toll, using ONS data, provided a
vital public service.
INDUSTRY DEMAND
QUICK FACTS
The UK journalism job market is highly competitive,
with a shift away from traditional print roles towards + Education: GCSEs and A-levels are important, with
digital, multimedia, and data-focused positions. English and Maths being particularly valued

Demand is strongest for journalists with a specialism—

. * Growth: The UK journalism job market is highly
such as in technology,...

competitive, with a shift away from traditional print
roles towards digital, multimedia, and data-focused
positions. Demand is strongest f{...
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